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Mystery Kangaroo Is At Large In
Austria, Confusing Everybody

September 4, 2018 - 3:01 PM ET

ﬁ CAMILA DOMONOSKE

A kangaroo of unknown origin is on the loose in Austria, raising eyebrows in

KANGAROOS

the area around Hellmonsodt and causing confusion on the Internet.
Kangaroos are, of course, indigenous to Australia.
Austria is, of course, not Australia.

But there's a marsupial hopping about in Upper Austria, and no one knows

why.

The suspected kangaroo — we add a caveat EUROPE

A Giant Python On
hasb R . N % The Loose Has
as been seen 'numerous times” over the Rattled Poland

IN
AUSTRIA

because it could well be a wallaby instead —

past week or so, according to Agence

France-Presse.







I’'m a fairly simple man...
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‘Pill Testing” vs. ‘Drug Checking’

Factiva Database Search
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* Over 5 years of data...
|3 events...

Over 5000 interviews...
e 2 MLGCs escorted..
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Enchanted 2003 (n=235)

What would you do if your pill tested positive
for something other than MDMA?

Bin the Pill

Ask
Around

Take half

Take it
anyway

Return the Sell it on
Pill




Enchanted 2004 (n=413)

What would you do if your pill tested positive
for something other than MDMA?
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Around anyway Pill




Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
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Over a decade ago...

Federal Council of the AMA, November 2005



There has been a /ot of resistance...

“Dr Caldicott is one of a long line of medical people who treat drugs
as a health issue, rather than the self-harm and criminal offences that
they are”

“He has some dangerous views, which if allowed to become
mainstream, would undermine the Governments policy of being tough
on drugs”




First real taste of ‘politics’...

* MCDS 2005

* Letters demanding
‘funding’ details

* Smith & Nephew

“Pyne’s Pain” The Advertiser. May 31, 2007



lon Mobility Spectroscopy

SABRE 5000 ~ "~




Club Health, Sydney, 2005...




The winnable war on drugs

The impact of illicit drug use on families

House of Representatives
Standing Committee on Family and Human Services

September 2007
Canberra
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Some notable exceptions...




Forensic Science International 197 (2010) 59-66

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Forensic Science International

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/forsciint

Chemical analysis of four capsules containing the controlled substance
analogues 4-methylmethcathinone, 2-fluoromethamphetamine,
a-phthalimidopropiophenone and N-ethylcathinone

Andrew Camilleri ®*, Martin R. Johnston *!, Michael Brennan¢, Sean Davis ¢, David G.E. Caldicott ¢

* Forensic Science SA, 21 Divett Place, Adelaide, Australia

® School of Chemistry, Physics and Earth Sciences, Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia

“ RaveSafe, Queensland, Australia

9 Queensland Health Forensic and Scientific Services (QHFSS), 39 Kessels Rd, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

© Emergency Department, Royal Adelaide Hospital, Adelaide, Australia




WEDINQOS
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‘The Welsh Emergency Department =
. Investigation of Novel Substances
NS Group

Welsh Emerging Drugs & Identification
of Novel Substances Project




Drug Testing

Correspondence case report and Analysis

Received: 20 January 2012 Revised: 27 April 2012 Accepted: 30 April 2012 Published online in Wiley Online Library: 26 June 2012

(www.drugtestinganalysis.com) DOI 10.1002/dta.1375

The identification and chemical
characterization of a new arylcyclohexylamine,
methoxetamine, using a novel Emergency
Department toxicosurveillance tool

A. D. Westwell,® A. Hutchings® and D. G. E. Caldicott*




Medical Model of Pill-Testing

Avoids law-enforcement implications
Stated aim is to prevent harm, not facilitate use
Aimed at outcomes, not publications or grants

Avoids reference to the term ‘safety’...




“Safety...?!”




‘Pill Testing” vs. ‘Drug Checking’

Factiva Database Search
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Australian AOD Community went from...

...being nervous to even talk about ...to full-on, blood-lust
pill-testing... activists.

7



AUSTRALIAN
DRUG SUMMIT

» Drug checking presents as a potentially valuable option for reducing harm at public events
and governments should enable trials to be implemented as a matter of priority.




TimeToTest

TIME TO TEST

Let's glvg the d,rug dogs a'b‘f’eak and start safe
e prl[ tes.:tmg att every festwal now!
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"We will do pill testing at al
Canberra music festival this
summer’

POSTED TUE 30 AUG 2016, 7:18PM Updated Tue 30 Aug 2016, 7:48pm 1l Like 1.2 |




CAUTION
SPEED

Yes, we can do on-the-spot drug testing
quickly and safely

February 22, 2017 3.29pm AEDT

BUMPS

The not-for-profit UK group The Loap said It tested the drug ecstasy with ‘loop lasers' at a festival in July 2016.

& Email The Victorian Police Chief Commissioner Graham Ashton’s recent claim Aurthor

W Twitter &7 that it’s not practical to conduct on-the-spot drug tests “safely and

David Caldicott

Emergency Medicine Consultant,
Australian National University

I Facebock 589 quickly” is, at best, misinformed. These tests have been taking place @

in Unkedn & successfully in Europe for more than a decade.

& Print
Ashton’s statement came in response to renewed calls for on-the-spot Disclosure statement ?
drug testing in Victoria after more than 20 people were hospitalised as a il o b H 0 n e Sty r
result of a mass overdose at a dance party in Melbourne on Saturday Harm Reduction Australia and
: 5 = . ) ATODA, and is the Clinical Lead in
night. The incident occurred just weeks after three people died after the Australian Drug Observatory.
taking a “bad batch” of MDMA in Chapel Street nightclubs. e has cffefed bipartisan

academic advice in the
development of medical cannabis
In response to the calls, Ashton appeared to question the availability of legislation and drug early warning
systems in Australia and
overseas. He has no political
affiliations o financial disclosures

the systems required for on-the-spot drug tests.
That’s a bit of a myth really, that there is a proper testing regime that can omae.

suddenly test on-the-spot what quality drugs [are]. We take quite a long
Partners

time to test drugs when we seize them.



CAUTION

......

lances believed to be illicit drugs, regardies

should also seek Immediately medical assistance to persons exhibiting erratic behaviour after the consumption of
MDMA-type drugs and approptiately report and investigate the source of the drugs.

Honesty?

FOUO (Not for Public release)

Prepared by: DTF TIO VP25191 Date: 27-J3n-2017
INTELLIGENCE ALERT NO: 02-2017
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A Good Day, but A False Start...

September 2272017










BILL TESTING
AT SPILT MILK

health.act.gov.au/pilltesting




Clouds...

OCTOBER 9 2017 SAVE  PRINT

Toxicologist Andrew Leibie says Canberra's pill testing
trial at Spilt Milk is no magic bullet

a Daniella White & W

EaCmEn

A forensic toxicologist has warned Canberra's pill testing trial is no
"magic bullet" for preventing drug deaths.

Andrew Leibie, from Safework Laboratories, says he and other
toxicologists - who can't speak out because they work in the public
sector - were concerned about a lack of scientific debate.




Clouds...

. Elizabeth Lee MLA @ElizabethLeeCBR - Oct 8 v
P #Pilltesting is "definitely no magic bullet" and pill related deaths higher in

countries with pill testing

Canberra's pill testing trial has been oversold to the public, says toxi...

A forensic toxicologist thinks the benefits of Canberra's pill testing trial have
been oversold.




Clouds...

OCTOBER 112017 SAVE  PRINT

ACT laws need changing to protect pill testing
facilitators at Spilt Milk, lawyer says

@ Daniella White &4 W

£ s | e | IS

People conducting Canberra's pill testing trial could face criminal
charges unless the territory's Criminal Code is amended, a lawyer
says.

The ACT government last month gave the green light to a nation-first
pill testing trial at Spilt Milk festival in November, allowing
consortium STA-SAFE to offer the service free to festival goers.




Lightning...

eeee0 Virgin 4G 6:26 pm ~ 12%0_ >4

< Tweet Y

Shalailah Medhora &
B @shalailah

BREAKING: Kick Entertainment tells
@triplejHack that pill testing WILL
NOT take place at this year's Spilt
Milk festival in Canberra.

12/10/17, 6:01 pm







Hansard 22"9 August, 2017

Let me give Ms Fitzharris some free advice. She has a get-out clause. The Spilt Milk
festival is at Commonwealth Park, which is on commonwealth land. Pill testing will
need commonwealth government approval, and I doubt that they will give it.




The smoking gun...

Member for Murrumbidgee
Shadow Attorney-General

Shadow Minister for Veterans® Attairs

Jeremy Hanson
Australian Gaphtal Territory
Senatar the Hon. Fiona Nash
Minister for Local Government and Territories

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

The Hon. Greg Hunt, MP
Minister for Health
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600 o :
= o
G “C')

¥
Dear Wn?slers.

The ACT Labor government has announced that they will be providing free ‘pill testing’ of illicit
drugs for the Spilt Milk music festival being held in Commonwealth Park on 25 November 2017.

Given the Commonwealth government’s anti-drug campaign, Minister Hunt's recent comments
against pill testing, and the prominence and nature of the venue, | am writing to bring this

matter to your attention.
| note that the NCA's functions specify that it conduct works that are ‘desirable to maintain or
‘enhance the character of the National Capital.”

I also note the legislation states ‘the Minister may give the Authority general directions in writing
as to the performance of its functions,” and also that ‘the Authority has power to do all things
necessary or convenient to be done for or in connection with the performance of its functions.”
The trial is not only, in our view, questionable on legal grounds, it also raises the issue of liability,
particularly when the legislation states that the Commonwealth shall ‘indemnify the Territory,

and keep the Territory indemnified, against any action, claim or demand.’

Given this festival is imminent, | would appreciate your early advice on the government’s

interpretations on this matter.

Yours faithfully,

y Hanson, €SC, MLA
Shadow Attorney-General

zﬁ September 2017




Canberra Liberals @Canberralibs - Oct 12
Canberra
K4 H Well done @JeremyHansonMLA for intervening on #ACT Labor

Government's dangerous pill testing trial in #Canberra #CBR
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Public Health ﬂ- Home > Public Information > Public Health > Pill testing

Public Health Alerts

el P TESTING

Communicable diseases

Disease Surveillance

Environmental health

feedback

Food Safety Regulation

Health Protection Service

Pill Testing

On Thursday 27 April 2018 , ACT Minister for Health and Wellbeing, Meegan Fitzharris announced a pill testing service
will be available during the Groovin the Moo Canberra music festival on 29 April 2018.

Public Health Complaints
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https://www.harmreductionaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Pill-Testing-Pilot-ACT-June-2018-Final-Report.pdf




So where are we now?




So where are we now?

e The ACT Government and AFP 100%
supportive




So where are we now?

e The ACT Government and AFP 100%
supportive

e Other jurisdictions are not on-side... yet.
— Probably gone BACKWARDS in last 6m




news life

New data shows the number of police strip searches
rocketing

SHOCKING new statistics show cops are cracking down on us more than ever before, and critics say it is leaving us
“humiliated”.

-
Ben Graham < «NeWS @ nygusTao, 2018 6:53PM
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*Figures for 2015 are unavailable.
The 2018 data is an incomplete year, figures are up until May.
Source: The data was obtained through questions on notice to parliament, it was compiled by the NSW Greens




Current Situation in Oceania...
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Interesting Southern Summer Season ahead...




Trans-Tasman Charter for Pill Testing

Front-of-House Testing ﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁla.
FOUNDATION.

Te Tuapapa Tarukino o Aotearoa

KnowYourStuffNZ

No fee-for-service Ih"f . ss dp

Peer-Driven
Information Sharing

Open Science










Bigger & Better, in 2018...

* Bettertech...
* Bigger teams...

* Broader collaborations...

e More venues... M

i o7




Bigger & Better, in 2018...




So, what have | learned..?

Dunning-Kruger Effect

High ﬁ
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So, what have | learned..?
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In Summary...

15+ years in the gestation...

Huge political experience, for all involved...

Need to take the politicians with us, to make a lasting change
Seeing ‘Loose Points’ in edifice of Prohibition

Collaboration is key- in spirit of The Old Guard

Principles & practicality should always take precedence over personality, and
politics






With Many Thanks To...

ANU Research School of Chemistry
Calvary Public Hospital
Office of the CHO

The Public

Tel: ++61 2 6201 6810
Mob: +61 478 906 634
‘ :@ACTINOSProject




