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I’m a fairly simple man…









Where to begin…?



26th August 2001



‘Pill Testing’ vs. ‘Drug Checking’
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First Era… Second Era…



• Over 5 years of data…
• 13 events…
• Over 5000 interviews…
• 2 MLCs escorted..





Enchanted 2003 (n=235)

n



Enchanted 2004 (n=413)

n





Over a decade ago…

Federal Council of the AMA, November 2005



There has been a lot of resistance…

“Dr Caldicott is one of a long line of medical people who treat drugs
as a health issue, rather than the self-harm and criminal offences that
they are”

“He has some dangerous views, which if allowed to become
mainstream, would undermine the Governments policy of being tough
on drugs”



First real taste of ‘politics’…

• MCDS 2005

• Letters demanding 

‘funding’ details

• Smith & Nephew

“Pyne’s Pain” The Advertiser. May 31, 2007



Ion Mobility Spectroscopy



Club Health, Sydney, 2005…



“                              “ 





Some notable exceptions…





WEDINOS





Medical Model of Pill-Testing

• Avoids law-enforcement implications

• Stated aim is to prevent harm, not facilitate use

• Aimed at outcomes, not publications or grants

• Avoids reference to the term ‘safety’…



“Safety…?!”



‘Pill Testing’ vs. ‘Drug Checking’
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First Era… Second Era…



Australian AOD Community went from…

…being nervous to even talk about 

pill-testing…

…to full-on, blood-lust 

activists.





#TimeToTest



Communication?



Honesty?



Honesty?





A Good Day, but A False Start…

September 22rd, 2017 









Clouds…



Clouds…



Clouds…



Lightning…



W.T.



Hansard 22nd August, 2017



The smoking gun…

















https://www.harmreductionaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Pill-Testing-Pilot-ACT-June-2018-Final-Report.pdf



So where are we now?



• The ACT Government and AFP 100% 

supportive

So where are we now?



• The ACT Government and AFP 100% 

supportive

• Other jurisdictions are not on-side… yet.

– Probably gone BACKWARDS in last 6m

So where are we now?





Current Situation in Oceania…

STA-SAFE



Interesting Southern Summer Season ahead…



Trans-Tasman Charter for Pill Testing

• Front-of-House Testing

• No fee-for-service

• Peer-Driven

• Information Sharing

• Open Science







Bigger & Better, in 2018…

• Better tech…

• Bigger teams…

• Broader collaborations…

• More venues…



Bigger & Better, in 2018…

DSA-TOF



So, what have I learned..?



So, what have I learned..?





In Summary…
• 15+ years in the gestation…

• Huge political experience, for all involved…

• Need to take the politicians with us, to make a lasting change

• Seeing ‘Loose Points’ in edifice of Prohibition

• Collaboration is key- in spirit of The Old Guard

• Principles & practicality should always take precedence over personality, and 
politics
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