
The drugs that didn’t make it to the festival

YOU CAN’T OVERDOSE ON MUSIC, CAN YOU?

Anca Frinculescu



Introduction









Why do we collect drugs? 

• TICTAC Visual Drug Identification Software

• FTIR and Raman Spectral Libraries

• Drug Analysis

• Drug Images

• Assessment of Drug Analysis Instruments, Techniques and Cross 
Reactivity Testing



TICTAC
® 

Visual Drug Identification System



FTIR and Raman Spectral NPS Libraries



POM antianginal – prevent heart attacks POM - diabetes POM –
epilepsy

POM antihypertensive - high blood pressure, prevent heart attacks

POM – antipsychotic – psychoses/mental illnesses   

MDMA      MDMA Amphet.   MDMA        2C-B         Amphet. ----------------Confectionary----------------

Vitamin    2C-B

Sweet     MDMA

Sweet                 Vitamins              MDMA 

Drug Analysis



Drug Images



Assessment of drug analysis instruments, techniques, cross reactivity



It’s more than music to us!









4-HO-MET

N-ethylpentylone
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Comparison of percentage of tablets in which MDMA was correctly detected 
by concentration of MDMA in tablets.     N = 400 tablets/3600 scans
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Detecting MDMA in ecstasy tablets using FTIR and Raman spectroscopy







● Traditional drugs of abuse

● Very few NPS*

● Mis-sold drugs & rip-offs

What’s in the bag? 



MDMA Tablets            48%
MDMA Crystal 16%
Ketamine 11%
Cocaine 10%
Benzodiazepines 9%

* Excluding cannabis and NOS canisters0.0%
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Summer 2017 festival drugs
Seizures = 6107  Items = 14974
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MDMA Tablets            41%
MDMA Crystal 14%
Ketamine 15%
Cocaine 7%
Benzodiazepines 15%

* Excluding cannabis and NOS canisters



0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Fest. 1

Fest. 2

Fest. 3

Fest. 4

Fest. 5

Fest. 6

Fest. 7

Fest 8

Variance in drugs seen across eight 2017 UK summer music festivals

Ecstasy Tab
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MDMA Tablets – design variation (2006-2018)



MDMA Tablets - 2017



MDMA Tablets - 2018



Crystal MDMA



Ketamine



LSD Blotters



Mis-sold drugs 

N-ethylpentylone MDMA 

2C-B

N-ethylpentylone



Rip-offs

Plaster-of-Paris Chloroquine - antimalarial Caffeine

MSG



Crystals and powders



Out of ordinary

MDMA + ketamine

Irgacure 907

MDMA + ethylphenidate

MDMA + MXP+ caffeine MDMA + mexedrone



Cutting agents

benzocaine
lidocaine

levamisole
paracetamol
phenacetine 

lactose
boric acid

benzocaine
paracetamol

caffeine

paracetamol

caffeine

benzocaine + paracetamol
benzocaine + caffeine

caffeine + paracetamol
caffeine + benzocaine



Over time changes
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Why do we do this?

• TICTAC Visual Drug Identification System

• Intelligence

• Harm reduction

• Music
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Thank you for your attention! 
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