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A pill testing service in 1999





A Drug Checking service nowadays



Drug Checking 

services 

spread around 

the world

DPMP Global Drug checking Bulletin, 2017





1. They can monitor drug markets and can be useful in 

the monitoring and reporting of NPS (Vidal et al., 

2017)

2. They identify discrepancies between what drug users 

think they are using and what they actually consume 

(Barratt & Ezard, 2015)

3. They deliver health warnings and advice in a rapid 

way, sometimes faster and better than those coming 

from Health Authorities (Dasgupta N et al., 2017)

4. They can establish contact with hard-to-reach 

populations (Hungerbuehler et al., 2011)

5. Their presence can act as a form of quality control 

regulation (Brunt, 2017)



Monitoring the market of traditional drugs



TEDI



TEDI data 2018

n=936 samples

Monitoring the European market
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Monitoring the market of NPS



Monitoring the market of NPS

Source: ENERGY CONTROL 2017
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Source: 

1. Vidal, C.; Fornís, I., y Ventura, M. (2014). New psychoactive 

substances as adulterants of controlled drugs. A worrying 

phenomenon? Drug Testing and Analysis, 6, 7-8, 819-824.

2. Drug Checking service data (2013-2017)

Identifying discrepancies



Diffusion of warnings



Diffusion of warnings (Deep web)



Contact with hard to reach populations

More than 60% of users said that  they would 

not have contacted drug related prevention 

services

Excellent evaluation of the service (9,27)

High evaluation of the utility of the service (9,31)

100% of users recommend the service to their

friends
Source: ENERGY CONTROL 2017



Impact on drug users

Source: ENERGY CONTROL 2017



Impact on drug users



Intentional behaviour vs actual 

behaviour

Different studies performed during 

summer 2018

n=778 (Spanish study)

Influence on their pattern of 

consumption

75% mortality of sample



Intervention vs research

Low resources and facilities to 

implement evaluation

Need of external evaluation

Difficulties for research in recreational

settings



Drop in centers

1.367 persons during 2017

82% Male

51% University studies

57% Working



Profile of cocaine users

85% Male

32 y  Median age

47% University studies

71% Working



Drug checking services as quality 

control regulation 



Current situation (the story)

Drug checking services as quality 

control regulation 



Conclusions of drug checking services 

• Monitoring tool

• High efficiency reaching target group

• Remove toxic substances from the 

market

• Work with drug users under health & 

pleasure perspective

• Still not evidence-based. Need of 

collaborations
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